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Examiner Beisner, 

Enclosed is a copy of the response to the Notice of Improper Request for Continued 
Examination. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. 

Amir Penn 
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If vou received this fax in error, abore. It may conlaiti confidential 

please notify us immiidiatety by or privllBged information, the 

Dhone (collect) to arrange for dUclosure of wtiich Is prohibited, 
return of t!ie document 
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PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

(Case No. 98,714) 



Group Art Unit: 1623 
Examiner: R,Gitomer 



In re Application of: 

David Baunoch, et aL 
Serial No.: 09/212,367 
Filed : December 15, 1998 

For METHOD AND APPARATUS FOU AUTOMAtED 
REPROCESSING OF TISSUE SAMPLES 

Coininissicmcr of Patents 
Washington, D-C. 20231 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Dear Sir: 

In regard to the above-identified patent application: 

1. We are transmitting herewith the attached Response to Notice of Improper Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE), Response to Office Action Dated July 17, 2001, and Return 
Receipt Postcard. 

2. With respect to additional fees: 

X A. No additional fees are required. 

X B. Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayments to the 

Deposit Account No, 13-2490. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 

3. X CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.RR §1.8 (FIRST CLASS MAIL): The 
undersigned hereby certifies that this Transmittal Letter and the document(s) as described in 
paragraph 1 hereinabove, are being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
suffloiont postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed 10 Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on this 17*** day of January520Q2- 



uiuaryn20Q2- 



DATED: January 17, 2002 BY: ^If^^-^^-^ • J 

AmirN,Penn 
Registration No- 40,767 



McDonrvai Boehncn Hulben & B^rghoff 
300 Somh Wackcr Drive. Sl*^ Floor 
Chicago. lUinob 60606 
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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

(Case No. 98,714) 



In re Application of: 
David Baunoch, et al. 
Serial No.: 09/212.367 
FUed : December IS, 1998 
For: 



Group Art Unit: 1623 
Examiner: R. Oitomer 



MBTflOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
AUTOMATED REPROCESSING OF 
TISStlE SAMPLES 



Asst. Conunissiono: for Patoits 
Washington, DC 20231 

RFiSPQNSE TO NOTICE OF IMPROPER 
REOTJEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMIN ATION (RCE^ 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the notice of improper request for continued examination (RCE) (a 
copy of which is enclosed), applicants hereby include the submission as required by 37 
C.F.R. §1.114 which is in compUance with 37 C.?R. §1.121. 

Respectfully submitted, 
McDoi 
By:. 



Dated: January 17, 2002 



DunQ Boetanen Hulbert & BergboCf 



AinirN. Penn 
Reg, No. 40,767 
Attoniey for AppHcant 



I 



McDonnell BOEHNEN 

HULBERT & BERGHOFP 
300 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3200 
Chicago, llUiUtifl 60606 
(312)913-0001 
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APPUCATION NUMB^ PUJH^ DATE 



FftST NAMEO'APpLECAin' 



AT7Y, DOCKSr NO^mn-E 



DATE MAILED: 

NOTICE OF IMPROPER REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 

The fBquestfef continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14 filed on _ / X /j h f is 

fmproper for reBaon(s) Indfaatad below: 

□ 1. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application fbr a design patent 

AppHcant may wv»h to conaldar filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 .53(b) or a CPA 
under 37 CFR 1, 53(d). 

□ 2. Continued examinatipn under 37 CFR 1.114 dow not appty to an application that was Hied bofbre 

June 6, 1935. Applicant may wi$h to conaider flling a contrnuing application undar 37 CFR 1 ,53(b) 
or a CPA under 37 CFR 1 .53(d). 

^ 3. Contlnuad examuiation under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application unlaas prosecution In 
the application la doaad. If the RCE waa accompanied by a reply to a non-final 01^ action, 
the reply will be entered end oonaidered under 37 CFR 1 .11 1 » If the RCE waa not accompanied by 
a reply, the tlnr« period set forth In the kist Office action contmuea to run from the mailing data of that 
action. 

p 4, The request was not filed before payment of the jseue fbe, and no petitiDn undar 37 CFR 1 ,313 was 
granted. If this application haa not yet isaued as a patent applicant nr>ay wish to consider filing either 
a petition under 37 CFR 1 .31 3 to withdraw this application from la&ue, or a contffiuing application 
under 37 CFR 163(b). 

□ 5. The request was not filed befbre atiandonment of the application. The application was abandoned, 

or prooeedinge termfnofcad on . Appltoant may wish to consider filing a 

petition under 37 CFR 1-137 to revive this abandoned appltoatlon. 

□ .6. The request was not aooonf^anied by the fee srt forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) as requfred by 37 CFR 

1.114. Since the applioation is not under appeal, the time period set forth In the final Office action or 
notice of allowance continues to run from the mailing data of that action or notice. 

E^7, The request was not accompanied fay a submission as required by 37 CFR 1.1 14. Since the 
application b not under appeal, the tlnr\o period set forth in the final Office action or notice of 
allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notica 
j^rTA-cMet^ <u^>< Kill 

Note: If a request for a continued prosecution applioation (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) has bsisn filed In 
the utHity or plant appGoatlon (Including a prevtously filad CPA) mat was filed on or after May 29, 2000, (he 
request for a CPA has been traated as a RCE because the CPA practice no longer appliea to such 
appUoatiOn. The oonstruotive RCE, however, Is improper fbr reeson(e) indicated atxive. 

A oopy af thl9 notice MUST rmtumwi wHh any ropfy. 

Direct the reshr and'any questions about this notfca to: 

, Examining Gmup. 

(703) 3 0? .yZ?^ . 
POKM PTOatOSI CRBV. 3/2001) 
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09/212,367 



Atty ANP ; 
Case No. 98.714 

Method And Apparatus For Autditiated R^rocesslng Of Tteue Samples 



Hon. Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks 

Re: Applicani • David Baunoch, et al. 



Pldaee place the Patent Office receipt stamp hereon and mail to acknowledge receipt of: 



B Transmittal w/dupllcatB 

g Response to Notice of Improper Request tor Cominued Examination (RCE) 
Response in Office Action Dated July 17, 2001 
H Retum Receipt Postcard 



Pee Enclosed 

$Q 

M ftUed: Januaty 17, 2002 



Respectfully, 
KtcDooncIl Boehnen Hulbett & Ber^ff 
Attorney fdrAppUcsnt 
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